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Abstract for the panel *"Language use in the Discourse on “Disability” within Digital
Media"

[Discourse Analysis], [Internet Linguistics], [Framesemantics], [Neurolinguistics]

Although disability is an established topic of discourse analysis in the social sciences, few
studies have discussed it from a linguistic point of view (e.g. Sties, 2013; Grue, 2014). There is
an increasing number of people living with disabilities worldwide following an impressive
revolution in health care over the past 70 years. Moreover, the recent impact of digital media
has made them more visible than ever.

Therefore, the aim of this interdisciplinary panel is to explore language use in public discourses
on disability in digital media. The focus is threefold, as we would like to

e highlight the communication strategies and practices involved in talking about
"Disability” in public,

e examine the framing of disability in digital media and their cognitive impact on the
public,

e analyze and reveal linguistic strategies and communication practices in the discourse of
disability which are sensitive to people living with disabilities.

Contributions from different linguistic fields, for instance construction grammar, discourse
analysis, internet linguistics, cognitive linguistics, frame semantics and neurolinguistics are
warmly invited. They should

e undertake a multi-faceted analysis on disability in digital media and/or

e contribute to an awareness in the public of the power of language (Lakoff, 2004), the
force of words (e.g. Corbineau-Hoffmann, 2000; Herrmann et al., 2007; Kramer, 2010;
Marx, 2017) and the linguistic mechanisms which contribute to the rise, maintenance
and spread of prejudice and stereotypes in society (e.g. Allport, 1954; Goffman, 1963;
Lakoff, 2004; Putnam, 1975; Geeraerts, 2008, Fabian et al., 2019).

This panel consists of three half-day slots on disability:
- 1. talking about disability in digital media

- 2. communicative strategies and practices of discrimination in discourse of disability in digital
media

- 3. communicative strategies and practices of inclusion in the discourse of disability in digital
media

References



Allport, G. (1954): The nature of prejudice. Cambridge: Addison-Wesley.

Corbineau-Hoffmann, A. (eds.) (2000): Gewalt der Sprache — Sprache der Gewalt: Beispiele
aus philologischer Sicht. Hildesheim: Olms.

Fabian, A./Owzar, A.& Trost I. (2019): Auto- und Heterostereotypie in der politischen Kultur
Europas im langen 19. Jahrhundert. Stuttgart: J.B. Metzler Verlag.

Geeraerts, D. (2008): “Prototypes, stereotypes, and semantic norms”. In: G. Kristiansen & R.
Dirven (eds): Cognitive Sociolinguistics: Language Variation, Cultural Modals, Social systems.
(= Cognitive linguistics research, 39). Berlin, New York: Mouton de Gruyter. p. 21-44

Goffman, E. (1963): Stigma: Notes on the Management of Spoiled Identity. Harmondsworth:
Penguin.

Grue, J. (2014): Disability and Discourse Analysis. London: Routledge.

Herrmann, S. K./Krdmer, S. & KUCH, H. (eds.) (2007): Verletzende Worte. Die Grammatik
sprachlicher Missachtung. Bielefeld: transcript.

Krdmer, S. (eds.) (2010): Gewalt in der Sprache: Rhetoriken verletzenden Sprechens.
Paderborn: Verlag Wilhelm Fink.

Lakoff, J. (2004): Don’t think of an Elephant! : know your values and frame the debate : the
essential guide for progressives. Vermont: Chelsea Green Publishing Company.

Marx, K. (2017): Diskursphdanomen Cybermobbing. Ein internetlinguistischer Zugang zu
[digitaler] Gewalt. Berlin, Boston: Walter de Gruyter.

2% 9

Putnam, H. (1975): “The meaning of “meaning” ”. Mind, Language and Reality. Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press. p. 215-271 http://ru.scribd.com/doc/7221867/Meaning-of-
Meaning-Putnam

Sties, N. (2013): Diskursive Produktion von Behinderung: Die marginalisierende Funktion von
Personengruppenbezeichnungen. In: MEIBAUER, J. (eds.): Hassrede/Hate Speech.
Interdisziplindre Beitrdge zu einer aktuellen Diskussion. Linguistische Untersuchungen 6.
URL.: http://geb.uni-giessen.de/geb/volltexte/2013/10121/. p. 194-222



